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I got an invitaon from my supporng organizaon to join a 
project in Slovenia. They told me that in Slovenia is good 
weather and I could meet new people, get new experiences…  
But the first thing I thought about was “Will Slovenian people 
accept people like me?”

I’m Celin, 19 years old and I come from Sweden. 
I decided to come volunteering to Slovenia because I did not 
have anything to do at home, I did not have a job or anything. 
But when I return to Sweden, a job will be waing for me. I will 
sell clothes in a second hand shop.  

But now you are living here for almost two months, do 
you think that Slovene people accept you? 

How did you make a decision to come here? 

Can you tell me something about yourself?

Yes, everyone I meet accepted me and was nice to me. I also 
made a friendship with a guy living in Leše. He is so nice. 
If someone else wants to go on this project, I really 
recommend it. I can say: “Just go, don’t be scared as I was. 
Be yourself. Everyone will accept you.”. 

Interview with Celin Sund



As a child I always wanted to do makeup with friends, to wear girls 
perfume, I used to take my mom’s high-heeled boots … I was never 
like a man. 
In 2019 when I In 2019 when I was 17, I decided that I want to become a girl. I 
changed my name from Emil to Celin. I was so scared, I didn’t know 
how friends and other people will accept it. When I decided to 
change myself and my friends saw me, they were very supporve. 
They accepted me, but of course every me I go to a shop or 
somewhere else, some people are looking at me and talking behind 
my back. But I try to go through it day by day and if someone is not 
nice nice to me, I just don’t care. Just live your life. 

What about your parents, did they accepted 
your decision? 

Interview with Celin Sund
Can you tell me something about you, when did you 
know that you want to change your identy?

I always felt that I am not a man. I never felt to go out 
and play football. I never felt that I am a guy or gay guy. 
So, I did not know what I was. I always felt that I am 
more a girl. But I was always too scared to change me. 

Yes, they supported me. I live with my dad and his girlfriend 
and they both accept it. But my mom who lives far away, 
didn’t accept it at first. 



Workshops

Teams of volunteers from Bosnia & Italy did 
two workshops with the parcipants from 
Youth center PUM-O in Radovljica.
Bosnian team did a workshop about the war in 
Bosnia in the 90s, while the Italian team did a 
presentaon of Mafia acvies in Italy during 
the 90s.



Fairy tale
Fairy Tale is a educaonal animal sanctuary. 
The family there takes care of more than 80 
domesc animals that were abused or meant 
to be killed.
Volunteers helped the family with cleaning a 
stable and helping in the garden. 
We also collected pine needles for medicine as 
well as feeding the animals in the shelter.



Helping Karitas

One of the acvites was helping Karas prepare food 
and goodie packages, 500 of those in total, for those less 
fortunate. We worked as a team in one of the 
warehouses, it was a bonding experience for us and a 
major help to the organizaon. Karitas does a lot of 
those acvies in Novo Mesto and the region and to 
have 9 volunteers help them with making the packages 
was a huwas a huge help. Aer the work was done they took us 
to a local restaurant to have a lunch together.
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